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Keeping it Clean
The infection status of a waterway is never fully known and distribution will change over time, so it is crucial that strict hygiene practices are implemented at all sites when working in or adjacent to waterways, wetlands, swamps and boggy areas.
Hygiene principles are generally the same for known and probably most unknown Tasmanian disease threats. Once a pest pathogen is present in a water system it is usually impossible to eradicate.
Phytophthora cinnamomi causes plant disease and death in native Tasmanian vegetation. The photo shows a roadside

WHY FRESHWATER PESTS AND PATHOGENS ARE A PROBLEM
INTRODUCTION
Key Messages
If you spend time in wet areas make sure you don't move pests and diseases from one area to another.
• Check and Clean your clothing, footwear, equipment and vehicles before you arrive and before you leave an area.
• Ensure all footwear, clothing, equipment and vehicles are thoroughly Dry before going into the field.
• • Don't move water, soil, gravel or plants from one area to another.
• Avoid using felt-soled boots or waders.
Help to keep Tasmania's waterways and wetlands free of new pests and diseases and limit the spread from infected areas.
7
HYGIENE STANDARDS FOR WORKING IN THE FIELD
The hygiene protocols and risk assessment information in this manual are designed to be applied to any activities that involve waterways, wetlands, riparian zones and boggy areas. The information is designed to be incorporated into:
• existing field protocols.
• agreements with contractors.
• legislative planning processes such as Forest Practices Plans, environmental impact assessments and development plans.
Ideally employers and land managers will have active field hygiene protocols that specify the minimum hygiene standards required. It is also important that workplaces and contractors provide sufficient budget and time to implement the necessary procedures and have facilities for cleaning and drying field equipment and vehicles.
Appropriate contacts and links are provided in this manual where additional information may be useful. Preparing to sample water quality at Lake Fidler, TWWHA. Photo courtesy of Hydro Tasmania.
Keeping it Clean
Step 3.
Identify the additional hygiene actions required for different activities:
• Simple field activities (involving few people/sites and no heavy machinery/ boats) page 16.
• Vehicles and heavy machinery page 20.
• Boats and trailers page 26.
• Amphibian fieldwork page 30.
• Platypus fieldwork page 32.
• Firefighting page 34.
• Moving gravel/soil between field sites and road construction/maintenance page 38.
Step 4.
Plan your field hygiene procedures page 10.
Once you have completed all these steps you are ready to implement your hygiene plan.
Washing skid steps of helicopter prior to departure (Knob helipad above Gordon power station, TWWHA). Photo courtesy of Hydro Tasmania.
Disinfecting pedestrian path to helicopter (Knob helipad above Gordon power station, TWWHA). Photo courtesy of Hydro
Tasmania.
When you work in or adjacent to waterways, wetlands, muddy or swampy sites in Tasmania please
follow these procedures and protocols.
Step 1.
Become familiar with the hygiene protocols -CHECK CLEAN DISINFECT DRY page 14.
Step 2.
Determine if you will be undertaking high risk activities:
• working in a Phytophthora Management Area (PMA) (refer to Appendix B).
• working in an area where there are endemic or threatened frog species (refer to Appendix D).
• working in a remote area -large areas with no vehicle access (on public or private land), Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) or off-shore islands.
Infected water, frogs, gravel, soil and plant material can be transported on construction equipment, helicopter skids, footwear, bushwalking and field equipment.
• visiting multiples sites in the one field trip where it is not possible to thoroughly dry footwear and equipment between sites.
High risk activities require rigorous planning and hygiene protocols (including disinfection).
Check Clean and Disinfect before you arrive and between sites. 
HOW TO USE THIS MANUAL
USE THE PRE-FIELDWORK CHECKLIST
The Pre-Fieldwork Checklist (Appendix K) details all the things you need to think about before going into the field. 
PLAN YOUR FIELD SCHEDULE
CHECK YOUR EQUIPMENT
• Check all equipment before going into the field (including boots, waders, clothing, field equipment and camping equipment) to ensure that it is free of all debris (including soil, seeds, plant material, algae, leaf litter etc.) and completely dry.
• Check equipment for wear and tear e.g. cuts and irregularities on the soles of waders, gumboots and boots. Replace equipment where necessary.
• Check all vehicles, heavy machinery 
ON YOUR RETURN TO BASE
• Check Clean Disinfect Dry all equipment and vehicles as necessary.
• If you find any water, soil, seeds, algae or other plant material in or on any clothing, footwear, equipment or vehicle then clean them as soon as possible and dispose of any cleaning water/waste and solid debris according to the protocols in Appendix A.
• Complete the Post-Fieldwork Checklist (Appendix L).
PLAN YOUR FIELD CLEANING EQUIPMENT
• Spray bottles for disinfecting. Spraying footwear, waders and equipment with disinfectant solution (with no rinse off ) can minimise the amount of disinfectant released into the environment. Spray bottles are particularly useful in remote locations or when bushwalking.
• Portable wash baths (e.g. large plastic bins), • Scrubbing brushes (with plastic or metal handles) to remove clumps of dirt and other debris.
• Safety gloves.
• A large container (20 litres) for removing disinfectant wastewater or debris from the site, and/or for transporting clean water from the base to your field cleaning site.
• Disinfectant (Phytoclean or F10 SC -see Appendix A) and measuring device.
• Mobile washdown units or small self-assembled cleaning systems can be used in the field. Refer to Appendix J for the equipment recommended. 
GENERAL HYGIENE PROCEDURE
Standard planning and hygiene protocols must be applied:
• Plan your field hygiene procedures page 10.
• As a minimum, apply the standard Check Clean Dry protocols (page 14) to all your clothing, footwear, equipment and vehicles when undertaking activities that are not high risk.
While disinfecting is not necessary, thorough drying is essential before using footwear, equipment and vehicles in another wet area.
• Apply rigorous planning and hygiene protocols (including Disinfection) when undertaking high risk activities:
-working in Phytophthora Management
Areas (refer to Appendix B).
-working in areas with endemic or threatened frog species (refer to Appendix D).
-working in remote areas -large areas with no vehicle access (on public or private land), TWWHA or off-shore islands.
-where it is not possible to thoroughly dry equipment between sites.
In all high risk activities ensure you Check Clean and Disinfect all footwear and equipment before you arrive and between sites page 14 and Appendix A.
• 
BEFORE GOING INTO THE FIELD
• Consult with the relevant land manager to identify any specific hygiene protocols that apply to vehicles and machinery.
• Inspect vehicles and heavy machinery for mud, soil, plant material and debris and ensure they are clean and dry. Pay particular attention to the underside, tracks, rollers, tyres, wheel arches, guards, blades, bucket, other attachments, spare tyres, chassis, engine bay, radiator and grill, tray, cabin, foot wells, pedals, mats and seats. When selecting a washdown site, consider the following:
HYGIENE PROTOCOLS FOR VEHICLES AND HEAVY MACHINERY
• Washdown should be done at the point of departure from a previous operation, preferably at a designated washdown facility with a well-drained hard surface.
• Where there are large quantities of effluent or there is a risk of extensive run-off (e.g. during road construction), the washdown area should be bunded i.e. an impervious spill area constructed.
• Washdown at the edge of (or near) any areas where pests, weeds or pathogens need to be contained. Ideally choose a site where the land slopes gently away from the washdown area and back into the potentially infected area, or into an adjacent area not susceptible to the problem (e.g. a paddock).
• Select a site where the run-off will not enter a watercourse, waterbody or roadside drain:
A buffer of at least 30m is required.
• Select a mud-free site (e.g. well grassed, rocky, gravel, bark or timber corded).
• Avoid sensitive vegetation or wildlife habitat e.g. remnant native vegetation and areas with threatened species.
• Mark or record washdown sites for the land manager to enable subsequent monitoring and weed control.
GENERAL HYGIENE PROCEDURE
For general vehicle/machinery cleaning, the following standards apply.
• Elevate heavy machinery with boom arm to enable underside to be accessed. Tyres can be placed under equipment to allow underside to dry.
• Remove any guards, covers or plates that can quickly and easily be removed and replaced.
• Check the vehicle inside and out for any lodged mud, soil, seeds, algae, plant and other debris or substrate material.
• Knock off large clods of dirt with a crowbar or stiff brush.
• Clean with a high pressure hose and stiff brush or crowbar to further remove clods, starting from the top of the vehicle and working down to the bottom. Remember to clean undersides, tracks, rollers, tyres, wheel arches, guards, blades and buckets, chassis, engine bays, radiator and grill, tray, spare tyres and other attachments.
• When spraying with disinfectant solution be sure to only use the minimum amount of water needed to adequately disinfect all equipment and only add the amount of disinfectant required (see Appendix A). Before adding disinfectant to tank release any surplus water (present in tank).
• Allow the disinfectant solution to remain in contact with surfaces for at least 1 minute and wherever possible allow vehicles and equipment to drip dry.
• Avoid driving through any cleaning water/waste. 
PORTABLE VEHICLE/MACHINERY WASHDOWN UNITS
Mobile washdown units and/or small self-assembled systems are one option. A pump and high pressure hose is the best means to remove all dirt and debris, particularly from places that are difficult to access.
A shovel, crowbar and stiff brush are also needed to remove stubborn dirt. A blowdown device, compressor or portable blower can also be used along with a small brush to remove dry dirt (e.g. from air cleaner and radiators).
Refer to Appendix J for the prototype and specifications required for a mobile washdown unit. 
Keeping it Clean
GENERAL HYGIENE PROCEDURE
• Decontamination (Check Clean Dry) must include the hull, decks, interior areas, cockpit, bilge, buoyancy chambers, anchor locker, anchor rope and chain, engine, trailer, vehicle, and field equipment.
• Where necessary also drain equipment and parts of the boat where water can collect (e.g. carpets,
ropes, bilge and buoyancy chambers, anchor lockers, box sections of trailers).
• Use a Disinfectant rinse if boats and trailers are to be used in a high risk area or if it is not possible to thoroughly dry all equipment and parts.
Applying disinfectant solution to hull of inflatable boat between sites in remote location. Photo courtesy of Hydro
• When Disinfecting use the minimum amount of water needed to adequately disinfect all equipment and only add the amount of disinfectant required (see Appendix A).
• Drain the bilge and buoyancy chambers, and then re-secure bungs.
• Run clear water or disinfectant solution through the bilge pump.
• Fill the deck sump with clear water or disinfectant solution and soak the bilge pump for at least one minute.
• Drain disinfectant solution from the deck sump into a container for disposal away from the waterway and then re-secure bung.
• Fill the anchor locker with clear water or disinfectant solution and soak the anchor, chain and line for at least one minute.
• Drain disinfectant solution from the anchor locker into a container for disposal away from the waterway.
• Use a brush to scrub any absorbent or rough materials such as ropes, chains, carpeting, mats, nets, leather and neoprene items, to make sure that the water or disinfectant solution penetrates fully.
• Soak carpets and sponges for at least 10 minutes to ensure complete saturation with disinfectant solution.
• Where necessary, flush treated surfaces with clean fresh water using the minimum amount to adequately rinse, otherwise leave disinfectant to dry on surfaces.
• Check the box sections of the trailer to ensure they are fully sealed and watertight. If any water has entered the box sections the internal surfaces must be treated with disinfectant solution (as it is difficult for these areas to thoroughly dry).
• Clean and disinfect (where necessary) trailer frame, tyres, wheel arches and guards. 
BEFORE GOING INTO THE FIELD
• Consult with the relevant land manager to identify specific boat and equipment hygiene protocols that apply.
• Inspect the trailer and boat to ensure they are clean and dry. Pay particular attention to engines, hull, deck, deck sump, interior areas, cockpit, bilge, buoyancy chambers, anchor locker, anchor rope and chain, and other onboard field equipment.
HYGIENE PROTOCOLS FOR BOATS AND TRAILERS
Accessing monitoring sites on the Gordon River by boat. Photo courtesy of Hydro Tasmania.
EXAMPLES OF BOAT EQUIPMENT THAT REQUIRE CLEANING PROTOCOLS
Outboard motor Propeller Field equipment
Hull surfaces
Foot pump Waders Buoyancy vest Interior nooks and crannies
Keeping it Clean
OUTBOARD ENGINES
• Allow the cooling system to drain at the ramp before leaving the waterway.
• Use a flush bag or container to submerge the lower unit of the engine.
• Use a return hose from the tell-tale to recycle clear water or disinfectant solution back into the flush bag or container.
• Flush the engine with clear water or disinfectant solution for five minutes. After disinfection ideally it should also be flushed again with clean fresh water from a treated town water supply.
• Use clear water or disinfectant solution to clean external surfaces of the engines.
• Where necessary flush treated surfaces with clean fresh water using the minimum amount to adequately rinse, otherwise leave disinfectant to dry on surfaces.
ON RETURN TO BASE
• Check boat and trailer for moisture, mud and debris.
• Where necessary thoroughly clean the boat, trailer, vehicle, and equipment. Use a disinfectant rinse if they are to be used in a high risk area or if not possible to thoroughly dry.
• Use a designated area for washing down and disinfecting the boat and trailer to ensure wastewater is disposed of safely away from stormwater drains and waterways.
• Allow adequate drying time.
• The boat skipper or fieldwork leader should ensure that the field washdown equipment is fully replenished at the conclusion of fieldwork. 
EXAMPLES OF BOAT EQUIPMENT THAT REQUIRE CLEANING PROTOCOLS
Keeping it Clean
• Wash your hands in F10 SC hand gel between sites.
• Any amphibians that have been held in captivity (laboratory, zoo or breeding facility) should not be returned to their natural environment.
Disinfecting net between sites. Photo courtesy of DPIPWE Water Assessment. 
EXAMPLES OF AMPHIBIAN FIELDWORK EQUIPMENT THAT REQUIRE CLEANING PROTOCOLS
GENERAL HYGIENE PROCEDURE
In addition to applying the standard Check Clean Disinfect Dry protocols to regular clothing, footwear and equipment, specific hygiene procedures for amphibian fieldwork apply.
• Treat equipment with F10 disinfectant because it is effective against Chytrid at very low concentrations and it does not foam, so does not require washing off.
• Soak used non-absorbent equipment (including surgical instruments such as scissors, scales, calipers) in 0.8% F10 SC solution for 1 minute or use 70% ethanol (wipes or soaked in liquid).
• Soak absorbent materials (e.g. leather boots, neoprene waders, gaiters, nets, ropes) in 0.8% F10 SC solution for at least 5 minutes and ideally up to 30 minutes.
• Dry equipment completely between sites. If drying is not possible, ensure all equipment is soaked in disinfectant solution for at least 5 minutes and ideally up to 30 minutes.
• Avoid capture and handling of amphibians where possible.
• Limit the duration of amphibian handling to minimise stress. Amphibians should be released quickly where possible and at the same site from which they were captured.
• When handling frogs, wear disposable gloves and use new non-powdered gloves for each animal.
• When handling tadpoles, wear well-rinsed vinyl gloves and use new gloves for each animal.
• In situations where gloves are not available or suitable, hand washing with 70% ethanol between animals is an alternative (maintaining contact for 60 seconds) or use F10 SC hand gel.
Rinse hands in distilled or sterile water after hand washing to avoid transferring disinfectant to other amphibians.
• Use clean, dry disposable containers for holding frogs temporarily and house each frog individually in a separate container. Do not reuse containers.
• If necessary group together tadpoles from the same pond or stream section in one container for short times, but avoid overcrowding.
• Never mix amphibians from different sites.
• Collect and preserve any sick or freshly dead amphibian in 70% ethanol and store for later investigation. 
HYGIENE PROTOCOLS FOR AMPHIBIAN FIELDWORK
Field equipment
Keeping it Clean 
EXAMPLES OF PLATYPUS FIELDWORK EQUIPMENT THAT REQUIRE CLEANING PROTOCOLS
GENERAL HYGIENE PROCEDURE
In addition to applying the standard Check Clean Disinfect Dry protocols to regular clothing, footwear and equipment, specific hygiene protocols for platypus fieldwork apply.
• Only use platypus capture bags once during each field trip, and soak with F10 SC between fieldtrips.
• Wash hands in F10 SC hand gel after handling each apparently healthy animal.
• Use a new pair of disposable gloves when handling any ulcerated individual.
• Clean and disinfect all sampling equipment used • Clean and disinfect all netting equipment after use, particularly before moving to another catchment. Soak in 0.8% F10 SC solution for 5 minutes and ideally up to 30 minutes.
• Carefully dispose of items not sterilised (e.g. syringes and biopsy punches).
• See Appendix E for the 11 catchments known to have been affected by Mucor since 1982 and the 11 other catchments that are also potentially affected. 
HYGIENE PROTOCOLS FOR PLATYPUS FIELDWORK
BEFORE GOING INTO THE FIELD
• Consult with the relevant land manager to identify specific protocols and procedures that apply.
• All equipment should be Checked Cleaned Disinfected and Dry ready for deployment.
• • For complex and emergency response situations • movement of earthmoving equipment at short notice without washdown.
• movement of soil and mud from one catchment to another.
• movement of Phytophthora from contaminated areas to a Phytophthora Management Area (refer to Appendix B).
• movement of Chytrid frog disease from contaminated areas to areas with endemic and threatened frog species (refer to Appendix D).
Where feasible, undertake pre-planning (e.g. identify local water points) and fuel and track management activities to minimise the need for unplanned high risk activity and entry to high risk areas. For example fire management outside Phytophthora Management Areas will reduce the need to enter these areas.
The following procedures should be adhered to as much as possible in as many situations as possible (e.g. when undertaking prescribed/planned burning operations).
HYGIENE PROTOCOLS FOR FIREFIGHTING
Keeping it Clean
EXAMPLES OF FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT THAT REQUIRE CLEANING PROTOCOLS
• Use treated town water for firefighting. Otherwise use water from a local source/waterway.
• Fire tankers can be used to clean down vehicles.
If disinfecting, use plain tank water first to thoroughly clean vehicles and machinery and finish with a disinfection rinse. Only mix disinfectant into the water tank when a very small quantity of water is present so as to minimise use, cost and environmental risk.
• Induction of disinfectant may be possible for fire units fitted with inductors however agency advice is essential (as it will depend on the induction rate).
Firefighting from helicopter. Photo courtesy Paul Black, PWS.
• Fire fighting foam is NOT effective in disinfecting water.
• Avoid dumping surplus water into waterways and wet/boggy areas.
• When releasing surplus water from a vehicle or tanker release it slowly to reduce the chance that it will filter back into a waterway or enter roadside or stormwater drains.
• Refer to Appendix J for the prototype and specifications required for using a mobile washdown unit • Apply rigorous planning and hygiene protocols • When taking gravel, fill, soil or similar material to a Phytophthora-free site that has vegetation sensitive to Phytophthora (see next point), ensure that it is from a quarry that is certified as free of Phytophthora. This can be done by either sourcing the material from a quarry that has been certified within the last 12 months as Phytophthora-free or by arranging a weed and disease survey to provide current certification. As it is not compulsory for quarries to undertake weed and disease surveys, payment for the survey will need to be negotiated between the quarry manager and the person purchasing the quarry material. 
High risk activities for the spread of pest and diseases include moving and distributing soil and road construction and maintenance. Photos courtesy of Forestry Tasmania.
HYGIENE PROTOCOLS FOR MOVEMENT OF GRAVEL AND SOIL BETWEEN SITES AND ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE
Keeping it Clean
Constructing and maintaining dirt roads are a high risk for the spread of freshwater pests and diseases. Photo courtesy of Forestry Tasmania.
• Try to minimise run-off when watering gravel roads during construction and maintenance.
• Undertake road maintenance wherever possible in dry weather.
• Roads should be kept free of potholes to prevent puddles forming and potentially harbouring freshwater diseases.
• Where earth, stones, boulders, shingle, metal, minerals, gravel, silt or sand are being extracted from a waterway, they should be piled on high ground near to where they were extracted and be left to drain back into the waterway. Prevent drainage into a new waterway.
Rutting of roads, particularly in winter, may create potholes that can harbour freshwater diseases. Photo courtesy of Forestry Tasmania.
DISINFECTING PROCEDURE
• All items must be thoroughly cleaned before they are disinfected to remove as much visible mud and debris as possible. This is essential to ensure that disinfection is effective.
• Spray and scrub or soak and scrub all items.
Spraying equipment (particularly non-absorbent equipment or equipment that has had minimal contact time with water and soil) requires less disinfectant and can help to minimise the risk of disinfectant leaching into waterways and the environment.
• Ensure non-absorbent equipment maintains contact with disinfectant solution for at least 1 minute.
• Allow at least 5 minute soaking/contact time (and up to 30 minutes) when cleaning absorbent material (e.g. leather boots, neoprene waders, gaiters, nets, ropes).
• Where possible allow the disinfectant to dry on the equipment to increase contact time (and effectiveness) and to reduce disinfectant leaching into the environment. 
Scrubbing and disinfecting soles of wader boots. Photo courtesy of DPIPWE Water Assessment. Disinfecting wader gortex boots. Small spray bottles are good for remote locations and to help minimise the amount of disinfectant that leaches to the environment. Photo courtesy of Hydro Tasmania.
RECOMMENDED DISINFECTANTS
WHERE TO DISINFECT
On-site disinfecting is best done on dry, stony or gravel sites (and close to the vehicle) to minimise recontamination with water, soil and other debris and to minimise the risk of disinfectant leaching into the waterway.
Cleaning can be undertaken in portable wash baths/ plastic bins to reduce risk of re-contamination.
PREPARING DISINFECTANT SOLUTION
To ensure effective disinfection, it is important that the water used to prepare disinfectant solution is clear or free of large amounts of silt or organic material. Therefore when preparing disinfectant solution wherever practical use water from a treated town water supply. This is particularly important when local water is limited or has large amounts of silt or organic material. Otherwise a simple filter system using fine gauze or muslin cloth inserted into a funnel can be used to remove silt. In-line filters that are inserted into pipes or hoses can also be purchased from irrigation equipment suppliers.
Where silt is not able to be removed change any wash bath water frequently to allow optimal penetration of disinfectant.
Use the minimum amount of water needed to adequately disinfect all equipment and only add the amount of disinfectant required. This is important to reduce the amount of disinfectant released into the environment.
• Phytoclean:
-use a 2% solution (1:50 dilution or 20 ml of disinfectant in 980 ml of water) for washdown -use a 10% solution (1:10 dilution or 100 ml of disinfectant in 900 ml of water) for wash baths (e.g. used for boots, waders and nets).
• F10 SC: Choose a dry disposal site rather than a site that is permanently or seasonally moist or muddy.
Where relevant, always check with property owners before disposing of any waste.
• Remove from the site all disinfectant cleaning water/waste where the above approach is not practical or in areas of high conservation value and flush down the sewerage system.
• Solid debris (such as mud, algae, leaf litter) can also be placed in the rubbish, however, first ensure that it has been soaked in disinfectant or completely dry. The treatment of weeds is species specific (see box adjacent).
Disposal of Weeds
Where It is important to note that Chytrid distribution will change over time and that hygiene protocols need to be adopted at all sites whether they are Chytrid positive, negative or unknown.
APPENDIX C: CHYTRID FROG DISEASE
KNOWN LOCATIONS OF PRIORITY FROG SPECIES
Litoria raniformis -green and gold frog).
These are considered priority species to protect against Chytrid frog disease and other pathogens.
When working in areas where these frog species are present rigorous planning (refer to page 10) and hygiene protocols must be applied i. 2. Emu, 3. Mersey, 4. Meander, 5 Tamar, 7. Pipers, 8. North Esk, 10. Macquarie and 11. South Esk. "Potentially infected catchments" contain unconfirmed public sightings of ulcerated animals and include: 12. Montagu, 13. Pieman, 14. Inglis, 16. Upper Derwent, 17. Ouse, 18. Huon, 19. Lower Derwent, 20. Clyde, 
Mucor amphibiorum (platypus Mucor disease)
Mucor amphibiorum has also been shown to kill frogs in captivity and may affect wild frog populations.
Mucor amphibiorum is a native Australian fungus previously restricted to mainland Australia but which has spread widely in northern Tasmania since 1982.
It causes a deadly ulcerative infection in Tasmanian 
ACTION
As a general rule avoid transferring aquatic organisms between waterways and waterbodies. In certain circumstances it is illegal to do so without a permit.
Where aquatic animals are captured they should be returned to the place of capture.
Where translocation of aquatic plants or animals (e.g. fish, platypus or eels) is necessary for authorised research, production or management purposes, specialist advice must be sought and strict protocols applied. Translocation activities also involve the transfer/release of water, which will also need to be managed.
A permit is required to take and possess aquatic animals protected under the Nature Conservation 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
• Safety goggles or glasses minutes. This provides the best precautionary treatment.
• Do not rely on drying as a stand-alone treatment for decontamination. After disinfecting, complete dryness must be confirmed by feeling the felt pile at the base of the fibres. Once completely dry, the felt sole must remain dry for at least another 48 hours before use in a waterway.
APPENDIX I:
FELT POST-FIELDWORK CHECKLIST
